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SUB J : PARLIAMENT OPENS AMIDST INCREASED POLITICAL SPECULATION 
REF ANKARA 8073 

1. PARLIAMENT OPENED NOVEMBER 1 WITH SWEARING IN OF NEWLY 
ELECTED MEMBERS. THE POSSIBILITY OF A CONFLICT BETWEEN THE 
REPUBLICAN PEOPLE'S PARTY (RPP) AND JUSTICE PARTY (JP) OVER 

THE GENTLEMAN'S AGREEMENT WHICH HAD GOVERNED ELECTION OF SENATE 
AND ASSEMBLY PRESIDING OFFICERS SINCE 1961 (REFTEL) WAS POSTPONED 
WHEN THE RPP CANDIDATE, INCUMBENT SPEAKER KEMAL GUVEN, WAS 
UNABLE TO SECURE A MAJORITY IN THRS ATTEMPTS AND FURTHER VOTING WAS 
DEFERRED UNTIL NOVEMBER 4. THE JP DEPUTIES DID NOT VOTE, 

APPARENTLY AWAITING THE OUTCOME OF A JP GROUP MEETING WHICH IS 
REPORTEDLY SCHEDULED FOR THE MORNING OF NOVEMBER 4. ALSO AT THIS 
MEETING JP WILL SUPPOSEDLY SELECT ITS CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT 
OF THE SENATE AND FONMIN CAGLAYANGIL IS STILL RUMORED TO BE A 
POSSIBLE CANDIDATE. 
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2. ONE POSSIBLE REASON FOR THE JP FAILURE T SUPPORT GUVEN 
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IN THE OPENING SESSION IS THE CONTINUING PRESSURE FROM ITS COALITION 
PARTNER, THE NATIONAL SALVATION PARTY (NSP), WHICH WOULD PROBABLY 
PREFER TO ATTEMPT TO ELECT A SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY FROM AMONG THE 
COALITION PARTIES OR THE INDEPENDENTS SUPPORTING THE COALITION. SUCH 

AN EFFORT WOULD VIOLATE THE GENTLE: MAN'S AGREEMENT AND PROBABLY LEAD 
THE RPP TO CONTEST THE ELECTION OFA JP MEMBER AS PRESIDENT OF 
THE SENATE. BOTH THE JP AND RPP LULD PROBABLY WANT TO AVOID 
A CLASH ON THIS ISSUE, BUT THE POLITICAL REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
COALITION 

COULD FORCE THE JP TO PRECIPITATE A CONFLICT. IN LINE WITH THIS, 

NOVEMBER 3 EDITION OF HURRIYET CARRIES BANNER HEADLINE STORY 
CLAIMING JP HAS DECIDED TO CHALLENGE THE RPP FOR THE SPEAKER OF 
THE ASSEMBLY POSITION. 

3. DURING THE WEEKEND ERBAKAN CONTINUED HIS EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN 
HIS POSITION IN THE COALITION. OCTOBER 31 HE MET WITH GROUP OF FOUR 
INDEPENEDENT DEPUTIES WHO REPORTEDLY WANT A CABINET LEVEL POSITION 
FOR THE INDEPENDENT GROUP. ERBAKAN PROMISED TO CONVEY THE GROUP'S 
WISHES TO THE OTHER COALITION PARTNERS. (THE INDEPENDENTS WHO 
SUPPORT THE COALITION ARE THEMSELVES SPLIT INTO AT LEAST TWO GROUPS 
BY THIS AND OTHER ISSUES. MEHMET ALI ARSAN, WHO ACTED AS SPOKESMAN 
FOR THE GROUP THAT MET WITH ERBAKAN OCT. 31, WAS QUOTED AS 

SAYING "THE COALITIOS'S DAYS WILL BE NUMERED" IF THEY DO 
NOT ACCEDE TO THE GROUP'S DEMANDS. NOVEMBER 1 ANOTHER GROUP 
OF INDEPENDENTS. WHOSE SPOKESMAN IS SAHDETTIN BILGIC, REPUDIATED 
ARSON’S STATEMENT SAYING THEY HAD NOT ATTACHED ANY SUCH CONDITIONS 
TO THEIR SUPPORT OF THE COALITION ORIGINALLY AND THEY DID NOT 
INTEND TO DO SO NOW.) ERBAKAN, ACCORDING TO A NOVEMBER 1 MILLIEYT 
REPORT IS ALSO MAKING AN EFFORT TO FORM A RIGHTIST BLOC IN THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AS AN ITITIAL STEP TO A POSSIBLE ATTEMPT TO FORM 
A COALITION GOVERNMENT EXCLUDING THE JP. ALTHOUGH THIS PROSPECT 
SEEMS VERY REMOTE, ANY ATTEMPT AT FORMING A GROUP EXCLUDING 
DEMIREL I ITSELF WOULD TEND TO UNDERMINE THE FUTURE OF THE 
COALITION. 

4. IN CONTRAST TO ERBAKAN, OTHER COALITION LEADERS OVER THE 
WEEKEND MADE PUBLIC STATEMENTS OSTENSIBLY DESIGNED TO STRENGTHEN 
THE COALITION. NATIONALIST ACTION PART ( NAP) LEADER TURKES TOLD 
TERCUMAN THE COALITION WAS OPERATING SUCCESSFULLY AND WOULD 
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CONTINUE IN OFFICE. REPUBLICAN RELIANCE (RR) LEADER FEYZIOGLU 
TOLD A MEETING OF HIS PARTY ASSEMBLY GROUP THAT ALL PARTIES TO 
THE COALITION HAD AT THE TIME OF ITS FORMATION PROMISED TO REFRAIN 
FROM CONDUCT WHICH AOULD DAMAGE THE SOLIDARITY FO THE COALITION. 

HE SAID, "WE INVITE ALL WHO ARE CONCERNED TO ABIDE BY THIS PLEDGE." 

JP DEPUTY SECGEN AND MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS NAHIT MENTESE, 
ACCOMPANYING PRIMIN DEMIREL ON A TRIP TO IZMIR WITH THE 
VISITING SHAH OF IRAN. SAID THE JP WOULD NOT ALLOW A GOVERNMENT 
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CRISIS TO OCCUR AGAIN. 

5. MILLIYET NOVEMBER 2 CARRIES THE FIRST INDICATION THAT THE JP 

IS ATTEMPTING TO ACCOMMODATE SOME OF ERBAKAN'S RECENT DEMANDS 
THAT UNFULFILLED COALITION PROTOCOLS BE IMPLEMENTED. ACCORDING 
TO THE STORY, THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS HAS SIGNED AND SENT TO THE 
PRESIDENT A DECREE DISMISSING LUTFI DOGAN AS DIRECTOR OF THE GOT 
RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS OFFICE. 

6. COMMENT: THE OPENING OF PARLIAMENT NOVEMBER 1 PROVIDED LITTLE 
INDICATION OF THE DEGREE OF COOPERATION OR CONFLICT THAT CAN BE 
EXPECTED BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITION DURING THE PARLIAMENT- 
ARY SESSION. THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS WILL SEE EXTENSIVE POLITICAL 
MANEUVERING BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE OPPOSITION AS WELL AS 
AMONG THE PARTIES OF THE COALITION. AT TIHIS POINT, THE ONLY PRE- 
DICTION THAT CAN BE MADE WITH CONFIDENCE IS THAT WHATEVER COMPROMISE 
DEVELOPS WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS WILL BE A FRAGILE ONE AND THE 
COALITION GOVERNMENT WILL REMAIN UNDER PRESSURE FROM 

BOTH WITHIN AND WITHOUT. 

MACOMBER 
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